chapter II
The Course of Education under Holshevism
the Great War, or the Imperialist War, as the Soviet Union
calls it, soon made itself felt in unprepared Russia in the dis-
ruption of the economic and social life. Long before the first
Revolution starving, ill-clothed, ill-equipped peasants were
deserting the front. The Revolution, followed by civil war,
intervention on all fronts, and blockade, set up n rapid process
of disintegration completed by the famine of 1021-22* It was
not till four or five years after the Revolution that the Bolsheviks
were in a position to begin reconstruction of any kind, including
education. That is not to say that education received no atten-
tion before that time. On the contrary, one of the first decrees
issued by the Bolshevik Government made education universal
and free for all, irrespective of raec or creed. The Church was
disestablished, and the teaching of religion was banished from
the school. Co-education was made compulsory, Lenin was
always acutely aware of the two prerequisites for a Communist
society—a very high degree of production, and a very high
degree of culture—and he took immediate steps towards the
attainment of these conditions.
The position of the country at the time made universal
education an aim for future fulfilment* A large percentage of
the teachers refused to work under the Bolshevik regime. Many
others who continued to work used the opportunity for anti-
Soviet propaganda. Schools had fallen into disrepair, and the
means either for repairing the old or building new ones were
lamentably inadequate. Equipment was almost non-existent
There was shortage of every conceivably necessary article in a
school—textbooks, exercise-books, paper, pens, ink, chalk,
dusters, etc., etc. Worse still, there were no factories that could
be spared to produce these articles in any appreciable quantity*
It was not a very hopeful start, but, if equipment wag lacking.

